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You can view our award  
winning cable television 
show on WSCS, in the 
Sheboygan cable area 
every Tuesday at 9:30 
am and Thursday at 
8:30 pm. 
 

Celebration of Marriage Banquet 2011 
 

     Doris and Flare Fredricksen, married in 

1945, are in their 66th year of marriage 

and were looking forward to an evening 

out to celebrate. They were honored as the 

longest married couple at the Great     

Marriages Celebration of Marriage       

Annual  Banquet on Saturday, May 7. 

With Flare’s arm around her, Doris 

Fredricksen said that when she wakes up 

each morning she is thankful for every day that they have together. 

      Over 60 marriages were honored and recognized at the banquet, marriages ranging 

from less than a year to 66 years, with 11 of the couples having been married 50 or 

more years. 

     Widows and widowers were also recognized 

for their lasting marriages to their spouses of 

many years who are no longer with them. In   

addition, others were present to celebrate the 

marriages of family members and friends. 

     These couples are role models for others. 

They have the experience and knowledge that 

others may look to for inspiration. Through    

recognition of lasting marriages such as these, 

others may see that they too can have a happy, 

life-long marriage. 

     Healthy marriages and families are the      

cornerstone of strong communities. 

Everyone benefits when marriages 

succeed and families stay together. 

Doris & Flare Fredricksen, 
the longest married couple 

Dave & Suzanne Fink, Sandi Vasatka, 
welcome and check-in guests 

Dave & Suzanne Fink, Sandi Vasatka, 
welcome and check-in guests 

Deb & Bill Gagin, 
receiving certificate 

The Bailey’s,  
the newlyweds cutting the cake 

 

The Bailey’s,  
the newlyweds cutting the cake 

Enjoying a dance at the banquet... 

http://sheboygan.uwc.edu/tv8/index.htm


What you judge in your 
partner is a reflection of 

what you judge in yourself. 
  

-Linda and Charlie Bloom 

 

 

 

 

 
Creating a marriage is like 
launching a rocket: once it 
clears the pull of gravity, it 
takes much less energy to 

sustain the flight. 
 

-Linda and Charlie Bloom 
 

 
 

 
 

Quotes were found in: 
101 Things I Wish I Knew  
When I Got Married;  
Simple Lessons to  
Make Love Last  
by: Linda and Charlie Bloom 
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Do you have a story about life and love for our Marriage Moments and Memories column? Married life 
has many surprises, joys, and challenges. What are yours? We would love to hear the secret to your  
success. It can be kept anonymous. Send your story to editor@great-marriages.org or stop by our office.  

                       The Editor’s Corner 

Marriage Moments and Memories 
 

I am so blessed. 

I love my husband.  

I love one liners. 

Love is a decision. 

Love is a verb. (It's something we do to others.) 

Love is not love until we give it away. 

Love is not a feeling. (although we can have feelings of love) 

Feelings aren't wrong or right. (They're just how we feel.) 

No one can tell you how you should feel or shouldn't feel. 

Forgiveness is a decision. 

I've learned that being unforgiving (holding onto hurt, bitterness, anger,               
and resentment) only hunts me. (It's like me drinking poison hoping the person 
who has hurt me dies.) 

I've learned I don't have to be perfect, just forgiven. 

I've learned that sometimes the person I need to forgive is me. 

I've learned love can't grow when someone is not willing to forgive. 

I've learned the minute forgiveness is given and received love appears. 

I've learned that for me God is the best example of love and forgiveness. 

I love one liners. 

I love my husband.  

I am so blessed.                                                                                           Married 44 years           

 and become a fan of  
Great Marriages  

for Sheboygan County,  
and  

follow us on Twitter:  
at gm4sc 

Rummage Sale 
 

Thank you so much for all of your donations and for 

making our rummage sale a success! We had so many 

donations from Great Marriage supporters, friends,            

volunteers, and all of you who 

read about it in a church bulle-

tin or the paper.  

 The monies earned 

from the rummage sale will be 

used for programming to enrich marriages and help keep 

families healthy and together. Thank you! 

Watch for BIG NEWS coming up in the near future…  

Great Marriages is on the move!! 
 

We are in the process of purchasing a building that will be 4x the square feet we currently 
have! We have grown so much over the last couple of years, that we certainly need the 
room. We will need help moving, if interested…please call today for details!!! Ph: 783-3660 



In every newsletter we 
include a synopsis from 
the popular book:  

The Love Dare 
A 40-day challenge to 
couples to learn how to 
love unconditionally.  

DAY 34—Love celebrates godliness 
 

     Christian values are based on         

honoring God. It is easy to be distracted 

from those values by the many influences 

around us. We may even start to change 

those values based on the values of     

others. 

     What do you love most about your 

spouse? Is it something related to the  

material world or is it something related 

to honoring God? 

     We have a very influential role in our 

husband or wife’s life. Are you using that 

influence to help your spouse become a 

better person? 

     Of course we are happy for all of our 

spouse’s successes, but let’s truly       

celebrate the times when they exemplify 

Christian values. 
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DAY 35—Love is accountable 
 

     Sequoia trees are mighty and strong and 

can handle many environmental stresses. 

These trees become stronger when they 

wrap their roots around the tree roots of 

other sequoias and become reinforced 

     This secret can also help maintain a 

healthy marriage. A couple that has nobody 

to turn to during rough times is less likely 

to survive. Create a network of other 

healthy marriages and you will have an 

abundance of good advice, friendships and 

mentors when you need them. 

     We all have a need for wise counsel. 

Good, experienced mentors help guide  

couples by sharing the lessons they have 

al ready lea rned.  They provide                 

encouragement when it’s really needed. 

     You need counsel as soon as possible if 

your marriage is struggling. Pick someone 

with a strong marriage who will influence 

your marriage in a positive direction. 

     This positive influence could change 

your relationship from ordinary to amazing. 

The Love Dare by Stephen and Alex Kendrick 

 There was a substantial drop in divorces in 

Sheboygan County in 2010 compared to 

2009.  The number dropped from 196 in 2009 

to only 119 in 2010.   

 The Sheboygan County Court Commis-

sioner noted that is the biggest change (either 

increase or decrease) since she has been a com-

missioner.  It is also the fewest number of    

divorces she has ever done in a calendar year.  

 The last two and a half years have been 

extremely hectic in Great Marriage’s office as 

we’ve seen a significant increase in numbers of people coming to us for help. 

As more people were laid off and lost jobs, our office became ever-more     

active; 2009 was an especially challenging time for many couples as the county 

saw a significant increase in unemployment. Tragically this makes a big impact 

on families. Those marriages struggling previously found it even more difficult 

to cope, while those that seemed fine, all of a sudden had a huge stressor in 

their relationship. Unfortunately, it negatively impacted many families, and as 

they came in for help, we were able to work with many couples in 2010. 

Sheboygan County Divorces 
& Unemployment Figures 
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"Love never gives 
up, never loses faith, 
is   always hopeful, 

and  endures through every 
circumstance." 

— I Corinthians 13:7 



"Ultimately the bond    
of all companionship, 
whether in marriage     
or in friendship, is      
conversation." 

— Oscar Wilde 

 
 
 

 
""The best friend is likely 
to acquire the best wife, 
because a good marriage 
is based on the talent for 
friendship." 

— Friedrich Nietzsche 

Prepare & Enrich **(call for appointment)** 
 

Unlike our regular monthly programs, this program is not a group program, couples meet with 
marriage mentors as a couple and it includes a marriage inventory that is specific to them.  
 
Prepare and Enrich is for both engaged couples who are preparing for marriage and married  
couples that may be struggling in an area or who just want to strengthen and enrich their 
marriage. This program is the most  advanced couple assessment tool available. A marriage 
or pre-marriage inventory, specific to the couple helps identify their individual strengths and 
challenges. The couple will learn skills that aid in overcoming the challenges in order to build 
a happy, healthy relationship and strong marriage. 
 

Visit Our Relationship Resource Library 
 

A variety of books and DVDs are available to be checked out at no charge at the Great    
Marriages office. Topics include general communication and enrichment; sex, intimacy and 
infidelity; parenting and families; singles, engaged couples and newlyweds; divorce preven-
tion; finance; devotionals; and empty nesters. We also have limited resources available in 
Spanish. 
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Invest in Your  
Marriage 

 
Four benefits of complimenting 
your spouse in front of       
others. 
 
1) Compliments encourage 

your spouse to strengthen 
those  qualities. 
 

2) Positive thoughts of your 
spouse builds positive  
attitudes about your 
spouse. 
 

3) Yours spouse is likely to 
repeat the behaviors you 
praise when praised   
sincerely. 
 

4) You set a good  example 
for your children and   
others and develop their 
trust in you. 

 

Upcoming Events, Seminars and Programs  

More fun 
dancing  
at the  
Celebration 
of Marriage 
Banquet. 


