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YEAR IN REVIEW

Great Marriages Pre-Marriage Education Couple
Mr. & Mrs. McQueen

The success of Sheboygan County’s future
is tied to the success of families in our community.

Today’s children will determine the future.
What is the legacy we will leave them?

Strengthening and enriching Sheboygan County marriages
to help keep families healthy and together.



Sheboygan County Divorces
& Unemployment Figures

Sheboygan County Unemployment Rate

There was a substantial drop in divorces in Sheboygan County,
B8.6%

Sheboygan County in 2010 compared to B6%
2009. The number dropped from 196 in 2009 **
to only 119 in 2010.

The Sheboygan County Court Commis-
sioner noted that is the biggest change (either
increase or decrease) since she has been a com-
missioner. It is also the fewest number of
divorces she has ever done in a calendar year.

The last two and a half years have been
extremely hectic in Great Marriage’s office as
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Data source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics - Last updated Apr 6, 2011

we’ve seen a significant increase in numbers of people coming to us for help.
As more people were laid off and lost jobs, our office became ever-more

100 active; 2009 was an especially challenging time for many couples as the county
saw a significant increase in unemployment. Tragically this makes a big impact
50 on families. Those marriages struggling previously found it even more difficult

to cope, while those that seemed fine, all of a sudden had a huge stressor in
their relationship. Unfortunately, it negatively impacted many families, and as
they came in for help, we were able to work with many couples in 2010.
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Great Marriages...
Keeping Families Together

About us...

Since 2005 Great Marriages for Sheboygan County has been work-
ing to strengthen families by enriching marriages in our community
through free marriage and relationship education.

As a non-profit organization, we are funded through private dona-
tions. (100% of all donations stay in Sheboygan County to help
local families.) While some marriage initiatives accept government
monies, we do not. We want the freedom to offer a wide variety
of programming, including both secular and faith-based. We use
the programs that are most effective!

Our Goals: - Reduce the divorce rate

- Increase the marriage rate

- Decrease out-of-wedlock pregnancy

- Increase marital satisfaction and health
- Strengthen the county’s families and

preserve the next generation

« teach healthy dating and relationship skills

. offer pre-marriage education

« provide marriage enrichment seminars

. work with struggling couples to resolve differences
and to heal and strengthen their marriage

« present marriage/relationship education seminars

Great Marriage pre-marriage education couple:
The McQueen'’s wedding day!

Importance of
Pre-marriage
Education

“A wedding lasts only
a day, but a marriage
should last a lifetime...”

Couples frequently plan for a wedding for a year or
more, but what do they do to prepare for a life-time
commitment? Pre-marriage education can significantly
reduce the risk of divorce.

Unrealistic expectations can quickly unravel a
marriage. The perfect “soul mate” who will bring eternal
happiness doesn’t exist. Real life marriage takes work,
and there will be challenges.

Pre-marriage programs
4 can help couples to identify
potential future challenges
and teach them skills to
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At Great Marriages we

|| offer free pre-marriage

education and work with

couples to help them pre-

pare for a life-long com-

mitment and a healthy,
happy marriage!



2010 Statistics

Statistics
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...for couples who were struggling, separated or planning divorce;86 crisis)
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these couples go through intensive, comprehensive programming

with marriage mentors for-82 weeks

...for couples preparing for marriage; these couples go through
intensive, comprehensive programming with marriage mentors for

8-12 weeks
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Media Impact

Healthy Marriage TA8how and Public Awareness Campaign:

Billboards, Radio, Newspaper, Movie Theatre
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Communitywide exposure
on an ongoing basis.

We’ve been able to accomplish all of this because of the generous donations we have received from local
Sheboygan County businesses and individuals. Thank you!

Marriage Crisis Programming

All marriages experience challenging times. These
times can either draw couples closer together as they survive
the challenge or tear families apart.

At GMSC, we work to help couples communicate
better and learn to resolve conflict in a healthy manner. We
help them to work toward healing and forgiving by teaching
them life-long skills.

What couples have said about our programming:

We found the availability of resources and especially the people the
most helpful. The staff and our mentor couple were accessible and

down-to-earth...very warm, welcoming and informative. anonymous

The seminar was very helpful! The information is very useful. I will
use it for myself and share it with others. I hope you have this seminar
again so that my friends that couldn’t make it this time could make it
next time. Thank you!

P.S. I wish I would have heard this 10 years ago!
June, Sheboygan

We thought our marriage was hopeless. We tried everything including
years of counseling and nothing worked. I still can’t believe how things
have turned around and that we came so close to destroying our fam-
ily. Thank you for helping us!

anonymous

HEAITHY Watch our
L 1] award-winning cable
Mal‘l'lage television program...

Programs are marriage and relationship based.
Healthy Marriage can be viewed on Tuesdays and
Thursdays on WSCS-Sheboygan: www.tv8wscs.com

This year’s Rotary Survey Says Team!
Sponsored by Wells Fargo Financials
Team members included:
Bill Gagin, Suzanne Fink, Charlene Lammers,
Aaron Lammers, Patti Kopf



Fr. Ken & Grace Okkerse

Barbara & Conrad Barrows Kathryn & Hal Ribich Polly & Palmer Beebe

Just some of the couples who joined us for our Celebration of Marriage at The Bull at Pinehurst Farms in Sheboygan Falls on May 1st, 2010.

great (/Marriaged

FOR SHEBOYGAN COUNTY

607 South 8th Street
Sheboygan, WI 53081
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Mary W@}utkmmer, Lynn Meerstein, S een, Polly Beebe, Marge Voigt

A
& Linda Krautkramer, Michele Whitford, Gail & Fred Tyszka, Marge & Jim Voigt, Diane & Mike Voskuil, Barb & Niles Klave



