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You can view our award
winning cable television
show on WSCS, in the She-
boygan cable area every
Tuesday at 9:30 am and
Thursday at 8:30 pm.
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Great Marriages for Sheboygan County
invites you to the Celebration of Marriage
Banquet. This event highlights the bene-
fits of married life and offers a celebration
to strengthen and promote marriage in
our community. Enjoy an evening filled
with entertainment including dinner and
dancing. Celebration of Marriage is an
exciting event in the life of our community.
It offers you a chance to say my “marriage
matters”.

Bid on a variety of your silent auction
items. We have many to choose from;
something that will appeal to all. And, free
dance lessons will be offered again this
year.

The Celebration of Marriage
Banquet is the perfect place to cele-
brate your maviiage on that of a loved
one. Jhe banquet honers marviage and
commitment. Please join ws for a won-

Please join Great Marriages for a fundraising
dinner and dance on

Saturday, May 7, 2011
The Bull

at Pinehurst Farms, Sheboygan Falls

Cash Bar
Dinner & Silent Auction

5:30 p.m. Social -

6:00 p.m.

7:15 p.m. Celebration & Program
...Dance to Follow

Dress: Coat & Tie

Cost: $100 Couple
S 50 Individual

Please R.S.V.P. by: April 20, 2011
(limited seating)

For More Information: (920) 783-3660
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Do you have a story about life and love for our Marriage Moments and Memories column? Married life
has many surprises, joys, and challenges. What are yours? We would love to hear the secret to your

One person, no matter success. It can be kept anonymous. Send your story to editor@great-marriages.org or stop by our office.

how much they love you,
cannot meet all of your
emotional needs.

-Linda and Charlie Bloom

One of the greatest gifts
we can give our spouse is
our focused attention.

-Linda and Charlie Bloom

Your spouse is your
teacher and your student.

-Linda and Charlie Bloom

Quotes were found in:

101 Things | Wish | Knew
When | Got Married;

Simple Lessons to

Make Love Last

by: Linda and Charlie Bloom

Marriage Moments and Memories

A Happy Birthday

I love celebrating birthdays and holidays. 1
tend to be the organizer for the festivities at
our house, except, of course for my birthday.
It took a while for my husband to catch on.
For a while, I gave him some guidelines and
he desperately tried to remember the date.

This year, I left him on his own and he
planned a fun day for me with the kids.
Breakfast in bed with Happy Birthday being
played on the keyboard. I even got to wear my
daughter’s Happy Birthday sash. An
afternoon with the house to myself and a big
birthday cookie baked by my husband and
son.

It was a very Happy Birthday with my
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Married 10+ years

First Date

Spring always brings up happy memories of
my favorite first date of all time, back in 1983.
Joe and I had been hanging out with a group
of friends from our high school band for
awhile and decided we’d like to get to know
one another better on our own. He made the
plans for that evening - I knew he preferred
active outings with opportunity for conversa-
tion, so the ice skates didn't really even sur-
prise me, although I think they impressed my
father! My otherwise-strict curfew was re-
laxed to allow Joe to hang out in my par-
ents' kitchen that night after he brought me
home, and we kept talking — we have contin-
ued those discussions about this and that, eve-
rything and nothing, learning new things
about each other, for the last 28 years.

My advice for a happy marriage: Choose a
partner who cares about what you think and
how you feel, someone you want to spend the

rest of your life sharing things with.
Married 21 years

When Your Adult Child Moves Back Home

It was probably a big change when your children left your home and you and your spouse
had to readjust to living along again. But, it can be just as big a change when they decide to
move back in .

Sometimes a young adult is just not fully prepared to live in the real world. They tried
unsuccessfully. This may be an opportunity for the parents to offer guidance to achieve the
goal of independent living—guidance that was previously rejected. Spouses can have a hard
time agreeing on how to treat the adult child.

Your child is back home. Now what? A family conference can be utilized to clarify
the situation. What is the adult child’s intentions? Having at least a small goal is
important.

Decide on these three issues.
1) How long will they stay?
2) How will they make a financial contribution to the family. If that is not
possible, what tasks around the house will they do?
3) Decide how living space, other possessions and the phone will be shared to
provide privacy for all.

Find uson
Facebook

Communicating and deciding on these three key areas will help keep the peace and
reduce tension as well as show your child how to be responsible.

Gary Chapman and Ross Campbell, M.D.
How to Really Love Your Adult Child
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Remember the

Five Love
Languages
Remember that vyour
spouse may have a

different love language
than you. Figure it out
and speak in her/his
language to truly show
that you care. You and
your spouse can take a
test to determine which
love language you are on
www.5lovelanguages.com

The Five Love Languages
are:

1) Words of
Affirmation
2) Gifts

3) Acts of Service

4) Quality
Time

5) Physical Touch

Source
Gary Chapman
The Five Love Languages

In every newsletter we
include a synopsis from
the popular book:

e SLove Ve

A 40-day challenge to
couples to learn how to
love unconditionally.
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Gift of Marriage Seminar
GREAT MARRIAGES PRESENTS:
“Getting to the Heart of It” Getting to the
April 16%, from 1-3:45 p.m. ~uf
St. John the Baptist School Library \ Heart
Reconnect with the person you promised to love / /“';

for the rest of your life by attending this year’s Gift
of Marriage Seminar: “Getting to the Heart of
It.” You’ll be treated to an afternoon of activi-

of It J

v

ties that you can truly enjoy and share with
your spouse. Become better communicators, con-

flict managers, partners, lovers and friends. This
year will be more intimate and include more couple
activities, so we will be in the SJB library and the
number of couples is limited. Register today!

Great Marriages
601 S. 8th Street
Sheboygan, W1 53081

www.Great—Marriages.org

To register, please call: Great Marriages at 920-783-3660.

72@ Zﬂ% pa/"@ by Stephen and Alex Kendrick

DAY 30—Love brings unity

In marriage we experience
togetherness and unity. A husband and a
wife are two different individuals, yet
spiritually become one in marriage.

Both spouses love and honor each
other. Their love is intertwined and
complete, together. Unity is beautiful.

Are you protecting the unity in your
marriage by offering your mate your love
and selflessness? Do you honor and serve
your spouse to show how much you
value your oneness?

Preserve your unity and oneness by
truly loving and serving your spouse.

@@

DAY 31—Love and marriage

Marriage is a new beginning. Previous
family relationships are altered when a
husband becomes one with his wife.

The natural ties with the couple’s
parents need to break. They become
respected counselors. If their role remains
as a parent, the unity of the child’s
marriage is weakened.

The new couple needs to be free to
fully focus on one another and fully join
their hearts.

Couples need to achieve unity for
decision making, setting priorities and
sexual affections.

With unity in marriage, @ 9@
anything is possible. 78 %‘\
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“Love at first sight
is easy to understand;
it's when two people

have been looking

at each other
for a lifetime

that it becomes a

miracle."
— Sam Levenson

“To love
someone deeply
gives you strength.
Being loved
by someone deeply
gives you courage."

— Chinese Philosopher Lao Tzu

“There is no remedy
for love but to love

more."
— Thoreau

Upcoming Events, Seminars and Programs

Getting to the Heart of It The Gift of Marriage...a marriage retreat

Get away from day-to-day pressures and reconnect with the person you promised to love for the
rest of your life by attending this year’s Gift of Marriage Seminar-“Getting to the Heart of
It.” You'll be treated to a day full of activities that you can truly enjoy and share with your
spouse. Become better communicators, conflict managers, partners, lovers and friends.

Date: Saturday, April 16
Time: 1:00-3:45 pm
Location: Plymouth, WI

Fighting For Your Marriage

Based on the widely acclaimed PREP (Prevention and Relationship Enhancement Program)
method, Fighting for Your Marriage gives couples the tools to successfully use the strategies
outlined in this process to handle conflict in a more constructive way. This program will show you
how to: talk more and fight less, keep the fun alive, deepen your friendship, and develop a vision
for your future together.

Date: Saturday, April 30
Time: 9:30—11:00 am
Location: Sheboygan, WI

Family Day at Camp Y Koda

Enjoy an afternoon of quality family fun at Camp Y-Koda. The event focuses on building couple
and family strengths. Strategies will be taught throughout the various stations. All activities-
boating, hiking, fishing, archery, and climbing wall are included in the registration fee. Join us for
this unique program combining adventure and family skill enhancement.

Date: Saturday, July 9
Time: 1:00 - 4:00pm
Location: Camp Y-Koda, Sheboygan Falls, WI

“Fun”draiser Golf Outing

Great Marriages is pleased to announce a new fundraiser called, A “Hole” Lot of Fun! Eighteen
holes of golf on the Meadow Valley course at Blackwolf Run await you. Grab your family and
friends and create a “fore”some today! All proceeds from the event will go towards strengthening
and enriching marriages in Sheboygan County. Don’t miss this opportunity to support Great
Marriages -we guaran’tee” you'll have a great time.

Date: Thursday, July 14
Time: 3:30 pm
Location: Blackwolf Run, Kohler, WI

Prepare & Enrich **(call for appointment)**

Unlike our regular monthly programs, this program is not a group program—couples meet with
marriage mentors as a couple and it includes a marriage inventory that is specific to them.
Prepare and Enrich is for both engaged couples who are preparing for marriage and married
couples that may be struggling in an area or who just want to strengthen and enrich their
marriage. This program is the most advanced couple assessment tool available. A marriage or
pre-marriage inventory, specific to the couple helps identify their individual strengths and
challenges. The couple will learn skills that aid in overcoming the challenges and building a
happy, healthy relationship and strong marriage.

NOTE: Most programs are free. Registration is required. Call (920) 783-3660.



